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CHAPTER XVIII. [i.e., xvii.]

[164] THE VOYAGE TO THE ST. JOHN RIVER: AND THE
QUARREL WHICH OCCURRED THERE.

away from Port aux Coquilles, that he might

make a journey therewith to the Armouchiquois.®
This is the name of the people who live below the
forty-third parallel, toward the Southwest. They be-
gin at Chouacoét, and are said to be very numerous.
Lack of provisions urged sieur de Biencourt to make
this voyage, because, as these people till the soil and
put away stores of grain, he hoped, by means of trade
or in some other way, to get help from them to pro-
vide against the famine [165] which awaited us in the
course of the Winter. His barque was equipped too
late for such a long journey, for we were not ready
until the third of October, and he still wanted to go to
the Saint John river before making this voyage.

The river saint John is to the Northwest of Port
Royal, the intermediate space being occupied by
French Bay, 14 leagues wide. The entrance to this
river is very narrow and very dangerous: for the ship
has to pass between two rocks where the current of
the tide is tossed from one to the other, flashing be-
tween them as swift as an arrow. Beyond these rocks
lies a frightful and horrible precipice, and if you
do not pass over it at the proper moment, and when
the water is smoothly heaped up, of a hundred thou-
sand barques not an atom would escape, but men and
goods would all perish.

I SAID above that sieur de Biencourt took a barque



